GMAA Summer Reading Log Grade 8
Student's First and Last Name (print):  _____________________________________
Grade in August 2010:  _______

To the student:

Please look below to books number #1 and #2. You must read them before school begins.
For those of you who read more, and we truly encourage you to do so, please list those extra titles and authors as well (FOR EXTRA CREDIT).

REQUIRED READING:

(1)THE GIVER by Lois Lowry – Jonas’ world is perfect – no pain, no war, no fear. There are also no choices. When Jonas turns 12, he is singled out to receive special training from The Giver. The Giver alone holds the memories of true pain and the pleasures of life. Now it’s time for Jonas to know the truth, and there is no turning back.
(2) THE SECRET GARDEN by Frances H. Burnett – Mary, a young girl who has been raised in a loveless home, though seemingly spoiled and mean, is hungry for love and companionship. Meeting Colin, who is very much like her, begins the process of heart awakening through the enjoyment of nature and the simple things of life. Set in England during the 1800s, this tender story will truly absorb you.

ADDITIONAL READING (RECOMMENDED):

(3)__________________________________________________________________
(4)__________________________________________________________________
(5)__________________________________________________________________
(6)__________________________________________________________________
Please return this completed form to Mrs. Guerra (your language arts teacher) in

August for your first grade of the school year.

If you misplace this form, you may list your titles on a piece of white lined paper.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

GMAA encourages students to become lifelong readers and learners. The summer months are a particularly good time for students to try reading as a leisure activity. You may find that it is as pleasant as all the other things you do on vacation. Your future language arts teacher wants you to continue to succeed in the progress which you have made in reading this past school year. We anticipate that you will use this list as a guide in selecting books. ALL INCOMING STUDENTS GOING INTO 8th GRADE MUST READ A MINIMUM OF 2 BOOKS, and we strongly recommend that you read more. Students are not required to confine their additional reading solely to this list, but we do think that these titles and authors will interest and excite you.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
To find great extra books to read, go to www.neh.gov/projects/summertimefavorites.html
and click on Grades 7 to 8. You may find those books for FREE at your public library.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
What To Do After You Read:
You don’t have to know every little detail of your book. Instead, you need to focus on the big ideas. As you read, refer to this list of questions to see if you are paying attention to the right pieces of information. Always focus on main ideas rather than trying to memorize character names and small plot details.


Here is what you should focus on:
• Where and when does this story take place?

• How would the main character’s life change if the author wrote about the 2000s?

• Who is the main character?

• What is the biggest problem the main character faces?

• Why is this problem so great? 

• How does the main character find support and strength through difficult times?

• How does the main character change throughout the novel? Which experiences

change him/her the most?

Frequently Asked Questions:

1. Will my teachers be impressed if I take about twenty pages of notes on my summer

reading? I really want to make a good impression.

It’s wonderful to be a hard worker, but you don’t need to take more than one page of

notes for your summer reading. As a matter of fact, taking too many notes keeps you

from learning how to pick out main ideas.

2.  Will we have a test on our summer reading during the first week of class?

During the first few weeks, we will have a summer reading quiz that will test your

basic understanding of characters, setting, and conflict.

3. Will it be difficult?

This test is designed to reward you for your reading, not trip you up. As long as you

read the book and take good notes, you should be fine.
May the Lord bless you as you enjoy your time (under a tree or at 
the beach) this summer, and do not forget to have a book as your companion!

